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ABSTRACT 

Babies and toddlers are being diagnosed with speech 
and language delays in greater numbers after the 
pandemic. Children born during or slightly before the 
pandemic are more likely to have communicating 
problem each other and family, compared with those 
who born earlier. When COVID started everyone was 
staying at home, couldn't go to outside. Children born 
during this period had minimum contact with anyone. 
With safer at home, lockdowns, persistent fears about 
corona virus, everyone's environment at home 
change dramatically. Parents and their infants lost 
support from family, friends and healthcare 
professionals due to illness or death of covid 19. 
These long stressful days at home, parents need to 
fully engage with their children. Stress, physical illness 
or anything hampers children's growth and 
development. Speech therapists and doctors are 
struggling to meet the increased need for evaluation 
and treatment for children younger than 5 years old. 
For each year of age, first-time speech delay increased 
2018-19 and 2021-22. The highest increase was 
among 1-year-olds. Their language is not developing 
properly, can’t pronounce any words even at the age 
of two years. Young children with delayed speech 
should get intervention as early as possible because 
children with speech and language difficulties tend to 
have more difficulty in school later on during 
communication. 
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